The delivery of dignity when caring for older people.
Everyone has a different understanding of what it means to have dignity, however, it is commonly associated with being in control and valued. The dignity of older people is therefore vulnerable as they are likely to be in positions of reduced control over their wellbeing. The six senses framework describes the characteristics of a health and social care environment which can promote dignity. The dignity of older people with dementia or near the end of life can be particularly at risk, however there are practical steps which can make a difference. Help the Aged has produced a series of guides to help medical practitioners and hospital staff care for vulnerable older people in the right way.